CONTACT
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021
LLANGYNIDR’S FREE NEWSLETTER
ISSUE NUMBER 230

THE RED LION
LLANGYNIDR
TAKEAWAYS

FREE HOUSE

AVAILABLE
DAILY

Telephone 01874 730223
www.theredlion1.vpweb.co.uk
sarah_farr@btinternet.com

(more details on back cover)

From the editors:
Happy New Year to all our readers, and welcome to the
February-March edition of contact for Llangynidr.
We hope that you were able to enjoy your Christmas, whether
it was spent at home, or you were able to see family. It has
been a difficult time for us all and will certainly be a Christmas
that we don’t forget.
The situation now in Wales and the wider UK is very grim,
with the number of cases of infection, and the number of
people in hospitals, both rising daily. We must all play our part
by following guidelines and keeping each other safe.
Yet again local businesses have had to respond to new
regulations as they try to ensure that we can all use the
businesses safely, and that the business can be kept going
through these most difficult times. Please support them if you
can and check their Facebook pages for their latest updates.
Vaccination against COVID-19 is now underway across the
UK. As I write we do not yet know the plan for this area, so
we need to be patient. The NHS will contact people with a
date for their vaccination. Please make sure your elderly
relatives are aware of this, so that they do not get caught up in
any of the despicable scams that are rife.
Let’s hope that the vaccination programme is swift and
effective, so that we all have a better year in 2021.
If you would like to contribute an article, photograph, or story
to the next edition, write to contact.llangynidr@gmail.com.
Copy deadline is March 15th 2021.
Best wishes from the editors, Martha, Nigel and Susan.
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CONTACT IS A FREELY AVAILABLE LOCAL
NEWSLETTER.
CURRENTLY 250 PAPER COPIES ARE PRODUCED, 520
GO OUT VIA EMAIL
COPIES ARE MADE AVAILABLE AT THE RED LION,
WALNUT TREE STORES,
IN THE CHURCH PORCH AND TALYBONT STORE AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER PUBLICATION DATE.
PRE PUBLICATION—JUST SEND YOUR EMAIL DETAILS
TO
Contact.llangynidr@gmail.com

A copy of the GDPR policy is available by request
IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO CANNOT RECEIVE
THEIR COPY BY ANY OF THESE MEANS, PLEASE
CONTACT THE EDITOR, WHO WILL DELIVER TO THEM
PERSONALLY
Advertiser charges are:
1/4 page: £15 per annum.
1/2 page £30 per annum
Full page: £60 per annum

The Editor does not necessarily subscribe to the views
expressed by contributors and cannot be held liable for
the accuracy of any statement made or implied.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
IE.
COMMUNITY, TEA, COFFEE & CHUCKLES
KNITTERS AND NATTERERS (URC)
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE URC IS CLOSED FOR THE FORSEEABLE
FUTURE DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS EPIDEMIC.
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides meet on Monday evenings
weekly at
Llangynidr School.
Rainbows: age 5-7 at 5.15-6.15pm
Brownies: age 7-10 at 6.00-7.30pm
Guides: age 10-14 at 6.30-8.30pm
For more information contact Debbie on 01874 731022,
or call in at the school to register any interest
Cubs meet in the Village Hall every Friday during term
time, 6pm—7.30pm. More info from Mark Critchley,
676399, or Facebook at
www.facebook.com/1stLlangynidrScoutGroup.

FLOWER ARRANGING LLANGYNIDR
Classes are held in the Bottom Chapel at 7pm
on the last Thursday of the month—new
members always welcome.

Julie Ellis 01874 730662
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After its launch last April, the
Facebook page for ‘Llangynidr
Contact’ is proving more and more
popular, one post receiving more than
8,700 views. If you're on Facebook
please search for Llangynidr Contact
and like the page so you can see (and
share!) local news.
The Facebook page is now run
alongside the printed & digital versions
of ‘Contact’ and is intended for
information (not for advertisements).
There is already a Facebook page for
selling your items—'Llangynidr and
Bwlch For Sale and Free’.
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‘Contact’ funding
As you may know, the cost of printing the ‘Contact’
newsletter is supported by its advertisers on a ‘not-for-profit’
basis. They are currently our only source of income, and we
only aim to meet the cost of printing the 250 copies of each
edition that are made available at key places in Llangynidr and
Tal-y-Bont.
Unfortunately, recent months have seen the loss of a
number of advertisers for a variety of reasons and, in
consequence, our income is currently insufficient to meet our
printing costs.
This could be managed in a number of ways, but the best
option would be to find new advertisers, not just for the
income that would result, but also because advertisements for
local businesses are an important part of the function of the
newsletter.
So - if you are running a local business, please consider
advertising. Or, if you know someone who is involved in a
local business, please encourage them to advertise in the
newsletter. The charges for advertising are included in each
edition
Or, if you feel able at this expensive time of year, please
consider a small donation to 'Contact'. Donations can be left
at Lock Cottage, NP8 1ND, (Post box on gate) or if you
would prefer to use another method, please contact us by
email.
We can be contacted at contact.llangynidr@gmail.com.
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‘Contact’ copy.
As regular readers will know we usually include
contributions from individuals as well as the
advertising and reports from a variety of local
groups and services.
We would like to encourage this aspect of the
newsletter – partly, in truth, because we have
space for the reason outlined above! But also
because people are interesting and have done,
or still do, interesting things. And how often
have we attended a funeral and, having left the
service said to family or friends ‘well, I never
knew they’d …..!’?
So, for the benefit of the those who don’t want to
wait until your funeral to find out what you have
done or currently get up to, please consider
writing a short(ish) article for a future edition of
‘Contact’ on any topic you fancy.
All contributions will be gratefully received and,
possibly, edited, but only as necessary to fit the
available space!
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Living Obituary
Marian Nute nee Thomas D. O. B 1950.
Apparently my family moved in to Ynys Villa with me as a child of 5 years
old and my brother was 3 years old.
We both attended the infants school and then the Primary school, which was
then the stone building on the corner where the road divides, down to the
river or the other way to the Coach and Horses .
The current owners of Ynys Villa kindly gave us a guided tour two years
ago, when we gazed over the gate and dreamt of our younger days.
I remember my teacher was a Mrs Maggs. In those days we had birthday
parties and I can remember going to them at Rachel Handley 's ( her Dad
owned the garage ). I also went to Wendy Starr's, who lived the other side of
the canal on the way out if the village towards Talybont on Usk.
My Dad ( Clifford ) sang in Llangynidr male voice choir. He was a soloist
and one of his solo's was Myfanwy. In those days the village hall was a
corrugated metal building adjacent to what is now a bicycle shop. Dad sold
his Austin 7 car to ( if I remember correctly) a Mr Palmer who lived in the
house opposite the Red Lion.
Our Sunday School was in a hall down the lane at the back of the new
village hall.
Through a cousin getting involved in family history we have found out that
some of our ancestors lived in the Duffryn area of Llangynidr back in the
1800's. We have been unable to establish the actual address or occupation
but we suspect they were farm workers. The Thomas ancestor married a lady
from the Watkins family which was ironic because my parents were very
friendly with Hilda and Alan Watkins who lived in the stone house on the
left hand side of the road down from the Red Lion. I doubt my parents
would have known they were related.
Unfortunately due to my Dad's ill health we moved out of Llangynidr in
1958 ( I think ). My Dad died in 1966.
A couple of years ago I noticed an article in the Contact magazine written by
Sherri Carson, which was amazing because my husband and I met in school
in Abergavenny and we're in the same class as Sherri! Needless to say, we
have tried to catch up, but the virus has halted progress.
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07921 166690
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Lawrence Prosser & Sons
Independently owned family
Funeral Directors
established 1945

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE
“Tycerrig”, Cwmcrawnon Road,
Llangynidr, NP8 1LS
Telephone

01495 303281
FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION
AT ALL TIMES
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STU FLUEZY

(STUART HOOPER)
CHIMNEY SWEEPING SERVICES

01873 831008 (5pm-7pm)
07593 681002 (9am-5pm)
All aspects of
chimney sweeping undertaken
Registered with the
Institute of Chimney Sweeps
(reg no 0399)

Alzheimer’s Society Cymru
Bring a smile to someone’s face, be a Side-by-Side
volunteer. Living with dementia can be isolating—the
small things our volunteers do can make a huge
difference.
If you’d like to find out more about volunteering with us,
contact us at our Talgarth office on 01874 712059, or
email sidebysidesouthpowys@alzheimers.org.uk
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BEAUTY BY HARRIET
Harriet Staley—fully qualified and insured
beauty therapist.
Manicures, pedicures, gel polish, tanning,
waxing, brow and lash treatments
and much more!

Lower Granary, The Courtyard, Crickhowell
NP8 1BZ

07398 192406
www.beautybyharriet.com
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CAFFI CROESO
3rd Tuesday of every month
1:30 – 4:00
THE SOCIAL DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CAFÉ
2021
MAES-Y-FFYNNON
BEAUFORT STREET
CRICKHOWELL
POWYS

NP8 1AJ

FREE ENTERTAINMENT AND REFRESHMENTS

BINGO £1.00 FOR A BOOK OF 5

18

Crickhowell Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers
All our members are hoping that we can soon meet again in
Llangynidr Village Hall when regulations allow. Meanwhile we are
working at home and meeting socially on Zoom to share projects
and keep in touch.
These photographs were taken last year at Peak (The Old School,
Crickhowell)
For information about the Guild contact Sue Ballantine via the
Contact Llangynidr email address.
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You in mind….
A new service is now available in
Crickhowell Group Practice run by
Brecon and District Mind. It’s called
SOCIAL PRESCRIBING and can help you get the support you need when
you need it to improve your mental health and wellbeing.
If you are over 18, you can ask for a patient pack at the surgery reception and
make a self-referral by completing a consent form. A Link Worker will then
make contact, talk with you to find out what matters to you and, using their
extensive knowledge of community support and services, will connect you to
the appropriate local community and voluntary groups, activities and advice
services.
This social prescribing service is part of a joint research project between Mind
Cymru and local Minds, funded by Welsh Government. All collected data is
anonymous. We know that social prescribing has really helped people in
other areas. By taking part in this initiative you will be contributing to
important evidence that will help plan future health services.

For further information please contact
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Welsh Siop Siarad
Siop Siarad Talybont hold a session for
you to practice and use your Welsh every
Friday morning 10.30 - 12.00.
All levels are welcome. Before covid-19
we were meeting in The White Hart but
are currently on Zoom.
If you would like to join us please
email rhianyoung38@gmail.com to
receive the Zoom link.
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New Beginings
Now a new year has begun
Maybe positive thoughts can start
Last year's holiday plans, been " slung"
Thanks to what Covid rules impart
Yet another lockdown, is in place
Our patience is running out
Medics , have won the virus race
But still immunity, is in doubt.
We are only meant to meet one friend
Preferably, in the open air
These rules, others try to bend
Don't even do it, for a dare!
The prospects are horrendous
If the virus takes a hold
Nurses workload is stupendous
So, stay at home, we're told!
Ambling along our slow canal
Or, walking along our river
One hour exercise, for all
Is what these wretched rules deliver
Here's hope, for twenty twenty one
That, by summer, we'll all be fit
The battle against the virus, will have been won
And in a restaurant, we can sit !
Marian
January 2021
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Cheesy leek and bacon pasta
A family favourite for a quick, tasty evening meal
Serves 4. Prep 10 minutes, cook 20 minutes
1tbsp olive oil
300g leeks, halved, finely sliced and washed.
8 rashers smoked streaky bacon, chopped ( I often
use a pack of smoked lardons for speed)
400g pasta shapes eg penne
100g herb and garlic, full fat, soft cheese eg
Boursin, or Philly
Heat the oil in a frying pan. Add the leeks and
2tbsp water, and book for about 10 minutes until
very soft. Add the bacon and turn up the heat to
fry until cooked.
2. Meanwhile cook the pasta following the pack
instructions. Drain, and reserve a cup of the
cooking water.
3. Spoon the cheese into the leek and bacon mix,
adding some of the pasta water to make a sauce.
Stir gently until all the cheese is melted. Season,
then mix with the cooked pasta, adding a little
more water if you think it needs it.
Enjoy!
1.
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Llangynidr WI

The WI at Christmas

At the end of 2020 we decided to meet, if at all possible, and share
lunch together, within the rules as they were applied in December.
Thanks to Sarah Farr at The Red Lion, 12 of us met, seated at
tables of 4, for a delicious Christmas lunch, and a chance to catch
up with friends.
At the meal members were given a gift bag, organised by the
committee, containing a hyacinth bulb, a pot of jam (of course!)
and a Christmas card. The members who had been unable to join
us for lunch had their Christmas gifts delivered.
It was a lovely occasion, and thanks especially to Sarah, who
opened especially for us and served the usual wonderful Red Lion
Christmas Lunch.
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Every year the WI adopts a campaign Resolution that we work on locally,
across Powys, or Nationally. For 2020 one of our Resolutions was:
A Call to increase potential Stem Cell Donor Registration in the UK
Every twenty minutes, someone in the UK is diagnosed with blood
cancer. Often, replacing their cancerous blood, through a blood stem cell
donation from a matching donor, is their best chance of survival. Stem
cells are special cells produced by bone marrow that can turn into
different types of blood cells. By replacing damaged cells with healthy
ones, stem cell transplants are used to treat conditions such as leukaemia,
lymphoma and sickle cell anaemia.
Ideally, stem cells are taken from a family member. However, according
to NHS Blood and Transplant, 65-75% of people who need this
treatment are unable to find a family match. These people then rely on
finding a match on the Donor Registry.
Currently, in the UK, only 2% of people are registered as stem cell
donors and more are urgently needed.
DKMS Foundation is the general registry for the UK, and you can easily
register online to become a donor. You must be between 18 and 55 years
of age, and in general good health, and live permanently in the UK. You
can also pre-register if you are aged 17. The Anthony Nolan Trust is
another stem cell charity, which focuses particularly on the 16-30 age
group. Once registered you will be sent a simple swab test to complete.
After which you would be contacted to discuss the next steps.
All potential donors are screened to ensure they are able to donate, and
donors remain on the registry until they reach their 6oth birthday.
Please, think about registering today!

Sue Ballantine
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CYMUNED CYNGOR LLANGYNIDR COMMUNITY
COUNCIL
Minutes of a Council Meeting held via electronic media on Tuesday 27th
October 2020 at 7.30pm. The beginning of the meeting was marred by
technical difficulties.
Public participation. 2 members of the public, a Councillor's helper and
PCSO Billy Dunne. The PCSO discussed Fly tipping as this is a particular
problem for Llangynidr Mountain and Trefil Quarry. The police are usually
reliant on members of the public to let them know an offence has occurred.
Camera could be mentioned to the Commoners' Association.
3 ponies, sired by a rogue stallion, have been following the road.
In 3 months 18 incidents were reported to police, of those 7 were crimes: 2
public order offences, 2 drugs, 1 violence, 1 sexual and 1 other.
The police have been patrolling the car park late at night, and have stopped
some drugs movements because of it.
Speed watch traffic calming has been resumed.
The police have completed 5 off road operations this year, and given out 27
notices to off-roaders, that is more that the whole of the rest of Powys.
A resident joined the meeting to discuss a recent Welsh Government
initiative to help people and businesses in rural communities acquire fibre
broadband. Residents who are interested register their interest with the
Community Council and if enough register, providers can be approached for
a quote to take to Welsh Government. They will than let us know what they
will offer the village, and therefore how much each resident will have to
contribute to participate. A notice will be put on the noticeboard and the
website.
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A separate meeting at a later date may be required for those who are
interested. There may be quite a lot of interest as more people are working
from home.
Present: Mr Mark Brian, Mrs Margaret Price, (MP chaired as MB had a
technical difficulty and could not be heard) Mr David Mantle, Mrs Elizabeth
Gibbs, Mr Alan James, Mr Gene Taylor and Mr Paul Lindoewood.

In attendance: S.Dale (Clerk). 4 x members of the public.
1. Apologies: Mr David Williams, Mr George Moretta, and Mr David
Filsell.
2. Declaration of interest in items of business listed below: None
3. Signing of the minutes;
of the meeting held on the 29th September 2020 were approved subject to an
amendment at item 17 :“The Chairperson will represent Llangynidr
Community Council at the service on the 8th November, to take place outside
at the War Memorial. DM will represent the Community Council at the
Llangynidr service at the Cenotaph RH will represent the people of Powys
and Powys County Council MP and DF will be present. Clerk to liaise.”
Proposed EG and seconded DM.
4. Correspondence: See items 16 and 17.
5. Clerk's Report.
The Tennis Club have held their Junior Tournament and sent photos of the
event.
There was a litter picking event in the village on the 17th October, 2 large
bags of rubbish were collected by 8 volunteers.
The Human Resources Committee will meet via zoom at 7.00pm before the
November meeting.
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The new audit arrangements are in place for the 20-21 audit.
The clerk of Cwm Du Community Council is retiring soon, after many years
service.
Changes to business account terms are mostly irrelevant to us, like the
foreign exchange regulations etc, But there is also the 'Freeagent” software
which may be of interest.
Car park gate – the costs of repairs to the gate and fitting are needed for the
DVLA application.
6. Finances
a) The bank account reconciles with the accounts package. Precept has been
2/3/paid as is usual for this time of year. Items, such as the new website, the
drains at the public toilets, the refitted gate, tree management and possible
new toilet for the gents were not budgeted for at the the beginning of the
year. Clerk to check with Dwr Cymru regarding drainage repairs.
b) Cheques to be approved in October 2020. Approved.
Cleaning the car park (Oct) £40.00
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Oct so) £356.19
Cleaning the public conveniences (Oct) £280.00
Flower Bed contract during summer months (Oct) £60.00
Viking toilet supplies £64.40
c) Cheques approved in September 2020
Cleaning the car park (Aug) £40.00
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Aug so) £356.19
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Sept so) £356.19
Cleaning the public conveniences (Aug) £120.00
Flower Bed contract during summer months (Aug) £60.00
Payment for sewers blockage fix £60.00
Speed monitor for speed watch team £242.341
Cleaning the car park (Sept) £40.00
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Cleaning the public conveniences (Sept) £120.00
Flower Bed contract during summer months (Sept) £60.00
British Gas (electricity for public toilets) £27.34
Purple and Green Co Ltd £594.00
7. County Councillors's Report
None
8. Planning Applications:
None
9. The contractor looking after the flower beds and footpath has asked
for an extra payment to cover work done in October (£60). This is to
prepare the beds for winter. Approved
10.The insurance is due for renewal. The premium is £399.55. To be
discussed and action agreed. Approved.
11.Update on the river bridge signage. Nothing to report yet.
12.The wall of Persondy Field needs maintenance. The licence indicates
that this is the responsibility of the licensee. To be discussed and action
agreed. The license stipulates fences, not walls. A few stones need urgent
attention which DM will kindly see to. The rest of the work can wait till
spring. Adjourn till March 21.
13.Garden waste is being dumped in the Nant Gliasfer. Such tipping is
said to be detrimental to to the Nant, particularly by depleting oxygen.
To be discussed and action agreed. Wait for report from RH concerning
the Glaisfer. Signs to be placed “No garden waste” by the Glaisfer and
possibly elsewhere in the village.
14. The hedge cuttings at the top of Forge Road reduce the sound
footing for pedestrians. To be discussed and action agreed. The problem
is directly opposite the Service Station, Clerk to ask Powys County Council
for the road sweeper to come, if it is in the area. (Copy to RH) Residents of
Mardy Lane would be happy to pay for a Sweeper to clean the lane. The car
park gutters also needs cleaning.
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15. The Community Council wishes to establish the ownership of the wash lanes in
Llangynidr, to enable further protective action. To be discussed and action agreed.
Not in the ownership of Duke of Beaufort. Clerk to register the wash lanes with the Land
Registry, consulting with the Commons Registration Officer at Llandrindod Wells. MP ,
EG and `SD XSto document the lanes ready for registration. 16. A resident has written
asking for support to close a section of footpath
16. To be discussed and action agreed. In a related email another resident has
written reporting possible footpath infringements. It is a historic path and used by
many residents (when not avoided at the request of the residents there because of Covid
19) and has been a right of way for a long time. After some discussion Council voted (5 to
1 abstention) against the proposed closure in spite of sympathy felt for the resident's point
of view.
17. Future meeting arrangements and dispensations for absence. The way zoom
meetings are conducted is a problem, Clerk to ask the school if Council could use their
facilities to meet physically. Clerk to ask RH about her experience with Zoom. Clerk to
ask DW, DF and GM about their plans for their future involvement with Council.
18. Arrangements following the removal of emergency services from Neville Hall.
Clerk to place the notice on the Noticeboard and the website.
19. The future of Community Council audit arrangements in Wales. In place.
20. A resident has complained about noisy vehicles in the car park late at night. She
has asked that Council consider closing the carpark with gate at nighttime. The
Police are active in patrolling the Car park late at night and they have apprehended 2
groups of boys causing problems. The resident has reported aessening of the problem.
Council is reluctant to put a gate across the entrance as it may interfere with the normal
use of the facility.
21. Reports from other meetings. EG, MB and SD met with an Officer from Natural
Resources Wales to inspect the riverbank for threats to public health and safety and to
wildlife. 9 Trees were identified as potential threats to public safety. A plan to deal with
this threat in the next 6 months should be approved by the officer. Brecon Beacon
National Park Authority have a sustainable development fund which may be applied to for
financial help with the felling. RH also may know of funding that could help deal with the
trees. GM reported that the Acting Head has been appointed Head of Llangynidr
Primary School.
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 9.30pm, there being no further business.
Date of next meeting: Tuesday, 24th November 2020
Signed by the Chair
Dated
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CYMUNED CYNGOR LLANGYNIDR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of a Council Meeting held via electronic media on Tuesday 24th
November 2020 at 7.30pm. Some councillors experienced technical
difficulties.
Public participation. 3 members of the public; a Councillor's helper a
resident and Sam Ridge Brecon Beacons National Park Warden. Sam outlined recent activities in our area. BBNP has been responding to this strange
year with much work conducted in co-operation with the the Canal and River
Trust. There were very high visitor numbers late in the season. In the Trefil
area a bridge was installed in Spring, signage for rockfalls had to be
installed, illegal off-roading and fly tipping has been tackled with section 59
warnings being issued. Other enforcements are under consideration by the
Police and our Assembly Member, Kirsty Williams. The Beacons Way and
the Usk Valley Walk are being improved.
Present: Mr Mark Brian, Mrs Margaret Price, (MP chaired as MB had a
technical difficulty which meant he could not chair) Mr David Mantle, Mrs
Elizabeth Gibbs, Mr Alan James, Mr Gene Taylor, Mr David Williams and
Mr Paul Lindoewood.
In attendance: S.Dale (Clerk). 3 x members of the public.
1. Apologies: Mr David Filsell.
2. Declaration of interest in items of business listed below: MP, EG and DM
declared an interest in Item 8 Pant Llwyd Planning Application
3. Signing of the minutes; Approved, proposed AJ and seconded GT.
4. Correspondence: See 9, 10 and 13 items.
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5. Clerk's Report.
14 addresses have recorded an interest in the Broadband improvement
initiative.
The after school club reports that they are doing well and don't need
anything.
“Zoom” problem identified. When you open zoom as a host it opens a new
meeting automatically which is the default meeting, but one can avoid the
problem if you know it exists.
British Gas bill £15.03 has come in today.
The website is finished and published.
The Strategic Development Plan Seminar has yet to be announced.
News of the precept arrangements has come through, the deadline is the 22nd
January 21. Council's meeting is on the 19th January.
6. Finances
a) The bank account reconciles with the accounts package. Budgeting
preparations are underway and include issues such as drains repairs for the
public toilets, dead tree felling on the riverbank, registration of the wash
lanes and expenses involved in registering the recreation ground.
b) Cheques to be approved in November 2020. Approved.
Cleaning the car park (Oct) £40
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Oct so) £356.19
Cleaning the public conveniences (Oct) £280
Purple and Green website £1164.00
Viking (supplies for the public toilets) £37.52 (1)
Hedge cutting in the car park £150.00 (2)
(1) Approval Only
(2) Approval Only
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c) Cheques approved in October 2020
Cleaning the car park (Oct) £40
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Oct so) £356.19
Cleaning the public conveniences (Oct) £280
Flower Bed contract during summer months (Oct) £60
Viking toilet supplies £64.40

7. County Councillors's Report
Local issues first: Cyffreddin Lane is on the work list both resurfacing after
Aberhoywe and pooling water by the canal bridge. Secondly, the water by
Mardy Lane bridge which collects after rain is also on the work list.
Other news: The Strategic Development Plan which has come out of the
Local Government Bill, Powys County Council will be grouped with
Ceredigion County Council.
Children's Services were poor a number of years ago but now are extremely
good.
It is estimated that a no-deal Brexit will cost £3-5 billion to Wales
8. Planning Applications:20/19222/FUL Pantllwyd. Holiday lets from former
barns. Three Councillors declared an interest and withdrew from the
discussion. Two objections arose in Council’s discussion; the first is to the
proposed use of private resident’s driveways as passing places for barn
traffic on the way to Llangynidr village. Notwithstanding, Glaisfer Road is
very narrow at it’s northern end and it is difficult for drivers to reverse. The
second is the proposed use of the Beaufort road access (by the barn traffic),
which is a very dangerous access. It seems unlikely that this access could be
widened as both sides are privately owned.
A resident (who lives on Glaisfer Road) was present for the meeting and was
concerned about the proposed use of private resident’s driveways as passing
places.
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20/19225/CI, electricity wire for the mast at Ty Canol. The wire will intrude
on the skyline, and should be buried so that it does not. 9. The signs
requested for Forge Road (parking and recycling) have been evaluated and a
small scheme designed by Powys County Council. The Community Council
is to choose whether they want graphics or graphics and words. The scheme
has been circulated. The community council feels that the smaller recycling/
parking signs, with no words, are better. Do we need B road numbers on the
place signs? Also the parking problem (when it occurs) is lower down on
Forge Road so we need one there, and we definitely need one at the Forge
Road / Cwm Crawnon Road and by the car park as Powys County Council
identified.
10. Update on the river bridge signage. An email report from Powys County
Council indicates that action will be forthcoming. The green light on the
signs has been raised with Powys County Council.
11. Report on the wash lanes still existing in the village. Two are fine, one is
a bit clogged up Clerk to ask the Historical Society to research the wash
lanes. Council wishes to bring residents into regarding the wash lanes as a
valued part of village heritage. The work of registering the lanes continues.
12. Update on the former permissive paths at Pentwyn. The position is much
the same, until the application goes in, the item is adjourned.
13. An application for a grant has been submitted by the Llangynidr Junior
Football Club. The application is for help with the cost of the playing fields
(£200) Approved
14. Report from the Human Resources Committee Meeting . The Job
Description is to be reviewed as the job has changed in the last few years.
The Clerk's NALC pay rise (for spine point 8) will be backdated to 1st April
2020 and an increase in hours to 40 hours per month from 1/12/2020. There
are budget implications in the change of hours (about £1500/annum).
15.Fly tipping is a real problem in the area. A vote of thanks to Powys
County Council for their prompt actions. To be discussed and action agreed.
Already done by RH.
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16.The truck in the car park has been there for quite a while. The registration
number is M100TSL. To be discussed and action agreed. GT to expedite.
17.Nine trees on the riverbank need felling in the next 6 months. It seems
that the BBNPA Sustainability Fund may be able to help with the project.
The Sustainability Fund could only help if the project were part of a larger
effort to improve opportunities for well-being. Clerk to look into access, well
-being, and Canals funding, and any other funding sources. Clerk to acquire
quotes for the work, including looking at leaving the trees, once felled, to rot
to reduce costs and help biodiversity. Clerk to contact Brecon Beacons
National Park's Rights of Way Officer to request that the path may need to
be closed temporarily.
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 9.50pm, there being no further
business.
Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 5th January 2021, Finance Committee meeting.
Tuesday 12th January 2012, Precept meeting, full council.
Tuesday, 19th January 2021, Full Council Meeting.
Signed by the Chair
Dated

Please note that these minutes have been sourced directly from;
https://www.llangynidrcouncil.org.uk/our-meetings/minutes-and35

Tales from the Locks January 2021
Back in December the installation of new lock gates was completed at
Lock 64. A few hardy hirers from Beacon Boats were able to travel
through, before we went into level 4 lockdown just before
Christmas.

As you can see from the photos, the replacement gates was quite an
involved operation but expertly completed by the specialists of CRT
(Canal and River Trust), assisted by our local team.
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Other work is in progress to renovate the ‘push-back’ walkways on
lock 64 and other locks further up-stream.
Now we are back to Lock-Down and with a ‘No travel’ instruction.
We all thought that the canal would reopen as near normal for the
2021 season but it looks like this timetable is now in question. We
should know more by March.
Dave Flint (Volunteer Lock Keeper)
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SAMANTHA’S CAKES
All cakes made from as many Fairtrade and/or organic
ingredients as possible.
All sponge cakes made dairy free
(but with eggs sourced from free range chickens at a local farm)
Chocolate Cake (filled but icing sugar dusting on top)

£12

Chocolate Cake – filled and topped with buttercream and
decorated (prices dependant on decorations)

£20+

Victoria Sponge – filled with buttercream and Jam (icing
sugar dusting)

£12

Victoria Sponge – filled with Jam & buttercream and top decorated £18+
Lemon Drizzle Cake

(Loaf tin)

£10

Chocolate Brownies (9 inch by 9 inch Slab uncut) (plain)

£12

Chocolate Brownies (9 inch by 9 inch Slab uncut) (raspberries
at bottom)

£16

(pictures are examples only, ring/email for precise requests and other options
than the above)
Please ring Samantha on 01874 730731 or email
samantha@glenviewbnb.co.uk
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Llangynidr Village Hall & Recreation Charity 200 Club
At our Committee meeting in December, it was proposed, and carried
unanimously, to suspend collections for the ‘200 Club’ for the foreseeable
future.
If you pay by cheque or cash there is no problem, simply stop paying. However, if you pay by direct debit or Standing Order you may wish to cancel
your contribution of £20 per year. The account will remain open for those
who wish to continue to support the Village Hall financially.
We would like to thank you most sincerely for your contributions since its
inception when the Hall was opened in 1994.
I hope that when we resume the ‘200 Club’ in the future, we can count
again on your support.
Our sincere thanks once again for your donation throughout the years.
"200" CLUB PRIZES June 2020 drawn in December 2020
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

NO.
1
91
143
134
151
179
96

NAME
Margery Davies
Margaret Price
Margaret Davies
Carmen Santaeulalia
Lisa Perry
Wendy Smith
Margaret Griffiths
TOTAL PRIZES

PRIZE
£100
£50
£20
£20
£20
£20
£20
£250

"200" CLUB PRIZES December 2020
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

NO.
115
34
167
189
181
76
3

NAME
Mike and Chris Porter
Toni Whithouse
David Evans (Groseffordd)
Bridgette Morgan
Tanu Thomas
John Coupland
Sarah Farr
TOTAL PRIZES
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PRIZE
£100
£50
£20
£20
£20
£20
£20
£250

National Garden Scheme

Contacts: Helen Anthony (North Powys) or Gail Jones (South Powys)
E: helen.anthony@ngs.org.uk
gail.jones@ngs.org.uk
T: Helen 01686 941795
Gail 0797 410 3692
As the open garden season closes there are still
plenty of wonderful, socially distanced ways of
getting out into nature and none better than
taking a winter walk. In 2020, the National
Garden Scheme announced a new
partnership with the Woodland Trust
aimed at promoting a wider understanding and
appreciation of trees within both a wild and
domestic garden setting. You can freely explore all Woodland Trust
woods, check out their top 10 tips plus a guide to edible wild plants
to look out for in December. Too wet or cold! then enjoy the virtual
visit to one of the best small arboretum in Wales at Gliffaes
Country House Hotel go to ngs.org.uk/a-woodland-walk-is-greatfor-your-health/
Planning your 2021 Programme? Looking for a speaker?
We have a presentation about us and some of the stunning gardens. For more, contact helen.anthony@ngs.org.uk or
01686 941795. Gardens are special places; full of escape, hope and
inspiration and your group could enjoy a personalised, private
garden visit. With over 3000 gardens to choose from the Visitor’s
Handbook 2021 is available to pre-order for delivery in
February. Can’t wait? Take a look, our gardens will go live on the
website early December.
Shopping with Amazon? Nominate the National Garden Scheme
as your chosen charity and Amazon donates 0.5% (of the net
purchase price excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) of
eligible purchases to us. You can also enable this on the Amazon
mobile app, go to settings, AmazonSmile and ensure your setting is
set to on.
To keep up to date, sign up to our newsletter email helen.anthony@ngs.org.uk or follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter @PowysNGS.
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Feed the birds
Many of us love to see birds in our gardens and feeding them
throughout the Winter helps them to survive and gives us great
pleasure, especially during the lockdown! Unfortunately many
of the feeders used also feed some unwelcome guests, Grey
Squirrels! If you can you should use a “squirrel proof” feeder.
Since their introduction into Britain in the 1870s, grey
squirrels have spread rapidly. They have displaced the red
squirrel throughout most of England and Wales and in
south-east and central Scotland.

Grey squirrels can cause serious problems for foresters, native
wildlife and gamekeepers. The bark stripping from tree trunks
during the months of May and June damages stands of timber
and natural woodland.
In spring, the taking of eggs and young chicks can be
devastating for songbird and ground-nesting bird populations.
The grey squirrel is also a significant factor in the decline of
the native red squirrel population in the UK. Greys can carry
the squirrel pox virus. And although they are relatively
unaffected themselves, the disease causes considerable
suffering and death to the red squirrel – which is already
severely threatened and even extinct in many parts of the
UK.
Barry Jones
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Church Notices
Sardis United Reformed Church (Top Chapel)
May I wish you all a Happy, Healthy New Year, and hope we get
the vaccine very soon!
We were very sad not to be able to hold our Christmas Morning
Service, and that our Church has had to remain closed for the
foreseeable future.
However if you are interested, we hold our zoom service every
Sunday morning at 11.00o'clock. Should anyone wish to join us,
please do not hesitate to contact me.
If you need any information about our services, or about the
Church please contact me on 01874 730 469.
Take care and stay safe
Margery Davies
Secretary
Llangynidr Parish Church
Regrettably, Llangynidr Parish Church, together with all the
churches in this Ministry Area, will no longer be holding services
until we move out of Level 4 restrictions.
Services recorded by the Ministry Area Team will be available on
line via https:catwg.org.uk/service-stream
All are welcome
Sardis Baptist Church
Regrettably the Church has been closed again since Christmas
when we entered Tier 4 Lockdown.
Services continue weekly on Zoom at 10.30am. Please contact
the Church Secretary, Suzanne Bradshaw on 01874730992, if
you need further information.
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