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From the editors:
Welcome to the latest edition of Contact for Llangynidr.
As the country is still largely in Lockdown due to the
outbreak of Covid-19, the majority of our regular
activities are still on hold, and will be, in all likelihood,
for the next few months. (Check with the organisations
listed for any further information.)
We are all grateful, I am sure, for the good weather of
the last two months, which has enabled us to enjoy
our gardens and our daily walks. The Spring flowers
and the birdsong has given us plenty to enjoy.
We are also grateful for our good neighbours, helping
each other with shopping, or simply chatting over the
garden wall.
Thanks also go to the Walnut Tree Stores and Post
Office, the Walnut Tree cafe, and The Red Lion, for all
that they have done to make this time a little easier and
more bearable for us all.
The editors would also like to thank all the advertisers
who are continuing to support Contact at this difficult
time.
We hope you are all in good health and good
spirits.
Best wishes to you all from Martha, Susan and Nigel.
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CONTACT IS A FREELY AVAILABLE LOCAL
NEWSLETTER.
CURRENTLY 250 PAPER COPIES ARE PRODUCED, 520
GO OUT VIA EMAIL
COPIES ARE MADE AVAILABLE AT THE RED LION,
WALNUT TREE STORES,
IN THE CHURCH PORCH AND TALYBONT STORE AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER PUBLICATION DATE.
PRE PUBLICATION—JUST SEND YOUR EMAIL DETAILS
TO
Contact.llangynidr@gmail.com
A copy of the GDPR policy is available by request
IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO CANNOT RECEIVE
THEIR COPY BY ANY OF THESE MEANS, PLEASE
CONTACT THE EDITOR, WHO WILL DELIVER TO THEM
PERSONALLY
Advertiser charges are:
1/4 page: £15 per annum.
1/2 page £30 per anum
Full page: £60 per anum

The Editor does not necessarily subscribe to the views
expressed by contributors and cannot be held liable for
the accuracy of any statement made or implied.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
IE.
COMMUNITY, TEA, COFFEE & CHUCKLES
KNITTERS AND NATTERERS (URC)
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE URC IS CLOSED FOR THE FORSEEABLE
FUTURE DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS EPIDEMIC.
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides meet on Monday evenings
weekly at
Llangynidr School.
Rainbows: age 5-7 at 5.15-6.15pm
Brownies: age 7-10 at 6.00-7.30pm
Guides: age 10-14 at 6.30-8.30pm
For more information contact Debbie on 01874 731022,
or call in at the school to register any interest
Cubs meet in the Village Hall every Friday during term
time, 6pm—7.30pm. More info from Mark Critchley,
676399, or Facebook at
www.facebook.com/1stLlangynidrScoutGroup.

FLOWER ARRANGING LLANGYNIDR
Classes are held in the Bottom Chapel at 7pm
on the last Thursday of the month—new
members always welcome.

Julie Ellis 01874 730662
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After its launch last April, the
Facebook page for ‘Llangynidr
Contact’ is proving more and more
popular, one post receiving more
than 8,700 views. If you're on
Facebook please search for
Llangynidr Contact and like the page
so you can see (and share!) local
news.
The Facebook page will continue
independently of the printed & digital
versions of ‘Contact’.
There is already a Facebook page for
selling your items—'Llangynidr and
Bwlch For Sale and Free’.
5

Oatmeal Date Cookies
My friend in Australia sent this recipe, which in her
family are called 'Nana Cookies'
Ingredients:
250g butter
75g brown sugar
55g white sugar
2 eggs
2tsp vanilla extract (or 4 tsp vanilla essence)
2 tsp cinnamon
2tsp mixed spice
250g plain flour
1tsp baking powder
360g porridge oats
150g chopped dates
Method:
1) Melt the butter in a large saucepan, stir in the
stars until dissolved. Allow to cool and then add
beaten eggs and vanilla extract.
2) In a bowl mix flour, baking powder, spices and
oats; mixing thoroughly.
3) Add the chopped dates to the saucepan, mixing
well. Then add this mixture to the dry ingredients.
4) Mix thoroughly, using your hands if necessary.
5) Spoon out or roll into golf ball sized pieces, and
flatten a little.
6) Bake at 180C(170C fan) for approx 15-20
minutes until golden brown. Turn over and double
bake for a further 5-6 minutes.
Sue Ballantine
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Gardening for dodgy knees (and other parts)
As age and diminishing energy take their toll, I have been
thinking about how to make gardening less arduous now and
in the longer term and still have it under control.
My checklist might start something like this:
•

Do something every day - limit yourself to an hour’s work
at a time but do it on a regular basis.

•

Make sure you have somewhere sunny and sheltered to sit
and contemplate the garden. We spend too much time
doing the work and not enough enjoying the results.

•

Get someone in to cut hedges and remove the debris - it’s
the clearing up that’s hard work.

•

Identify the plants and bushes that need the most
maintenance and replace them with something smaller or
smaller, less vigorous varieties. On my hit list for removal
would be buddleia, forsythia, clematis montana and
Russian vine. But if you really love it and can’t live
without it, ask the hedger to look after it.

•

Don’t feel you have to raise annuals or plant out loads of
bedding plants - put in more well behaved perennials.

•

Mulch the flower beds to help keep the weeds down and
conserve water. Don’t worry about a few weeds but hoe
when the soil is dry.

•

Make mowing easier by eliminating awkward corners with
paving, gravel or ground cover such as London pride or
bugle which spread quickly and are easy to manage.
Edging can be simplified by inserting treated timber. If
the mower is difficult to manage, ask someone to cut the
grass for you.
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•

Leave parts of the lawn to go wild for the bees, birds and
insects. It’s amazing what pops up when you let go a little.
Try ‘No mow May’. Don’t fertilise the lawn!

•

Reduce the need for watering. Abandon small pots. Large
pots need less frequent watering.

•

Keep growing fruit and vegetables. Overwinter vegetable
plots with a covering of black polythene or weed barrier.
Don’t be in a rush to get started - I lost all my runner
beans in the mid May frosts! Raised beds are easy to
make (ask the hedger or grass cutter to knock one up for
you). You won’t have to bend down so far and there is less
digging.

•

Some fruits are delicious but hard work - abandon or reduce the number of summer raspberry plants.

•

Growing from seed is time consuming and seedlings can
be tricky to prick out - get your plants as plugs and buy
veg modules from the garden centre or share seedlings
with friends or neighbours.

•

Use a light spade, fork and hoe. Tools for Self Reliance
have a s election of good reconditioned tools. Good
quality secateurs are essential and last well if kept clean
and sharp - mine are in their 40th year!
Above all, keep on gardening and enjoy it! It’s just lovely to
get out there every day to see what’s growing. It’s also good
for mobility, flexibility, general health and wellbeing.

Chris Vulliamy
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Llangynidr Show 2020
It is with great regret that the organisers of the Llangynidr
Agricultural Show, Llangynidr Garden Society Show and
Bwlch & Crickhowell Young Famers' Club Speed Shear have
to announce the cancellation of the August 2020 events.
We may have been forced to cancel nearer the time anyway
by Government regulations on large gatherings, but we could
not foresee any way of running events like ours whilst
enabling our organisers, participants and visitors to keep safe
through appropriate distancing. The wellbeing of everyone
involved is of course paramount to us all, so we came to the
somewhat inevitable conclusion that the only safe decision
was to cancel for this year.
Next year's event is scheduled for Sunday 29th August 2021
and we hope to return with a huge celebration to compensate
for missing 2020. We look forward to seeing you all then.
Planning for these events starts early. Many people have
already put in a lot of effort to ensure we had a viable chance
of running if circumstances had changed - thank you
everyone for your hard work and contributions as always,
and we will of course endeavour to re-use whatever we can
for next year. There are many people we need to talk to in
the coming days about their sponsorship, bookings etc. to
confirm options and arrangements. We will be in contact as
soon as possible
Thank you all for your continued support to these community
events.
Brian Cope, Llangynidr Agricultural Show Society
Susan Hankey, Llangynidr Garden Society
Ryan Watkins, Bwlch & Crickhowell Young Farmers'
Club
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Maths Puzzle
Mr. Davies has 3 fields, each
containing a consecutive number of sheep in
them.
He sold all of them at the Brecon farmers
market for twenty nine thousand and
forty pounds.
Mr Davies was pleased to get £80 per
sheep.
How many sheep were there in each field
before he left for the market?
Bonus Question
How much money would Mr Davies have
received at the farmers market if he had
sold his sheep for £95 each?
The answer will be available in the next
issue.
Bev Rolley
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Lawrence Prosser & Sons
Independently owned family
Funeral Directors
established 1945

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE
“Tycerrig”, Cwmcrawnon Road,
Llangynidr, NP8 1LS
Telephone

01495 303281
FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION
AT ALL TIMES
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BEACONS PEST CONTROL
Fully qualified in all aspects of pest control.
16 years experience.
Rats, mice, wasps, fleas, cockroaches & all nuisance pests
Call Wyn Price on 01874 636305

or 07734309180
wynprice62@yahoo.co.uk

07921 166690
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Llangynidr History Society
The History Society meets regularly, throughout the year, with speakers
covering a range of local and National History topics. Every summer
they organise a trip to a historic venue, which was to be Sudeley Castle
in July 2020. Last summer the group went to Cardiff Castle.
Cardiff Castle, Summer 2019
We had a very enjoyable day on the Summer trip to Cardiff Castle. This
is not one of the grand castles of the Marches or North Wales, but one
which is often overlooked by historians, perhaps because it hides in
plain sight, in our capital city.
While the castle is often thought of as a relatively modern house
belonging to the Bute Family, it’s actual History extends much further
back. There are remains on site that date back to Roman times, with
artefacts displayed in the Castle museum. The keep and some other
parts of the castle are Norman, and it has been a castle throughout this
history.
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The major development carried out by the Bute family is really
remarkable, with the design being completed by the architect William
Burgess, who was employed by the 3rd Marquis of Bute from 1866.
Many of the structures are complex as well as elegant. The art works
and artefacts are beautiful, amazingly intricate, and often bizarre. The
overall impression is quite overwhelming, which was probably the
original intention.
The cost and scope of the whole project is even more remarkable when
you consider that it was completed to create a second home for the
Bute Family, which was in use for only a few weeks each year.
The History Society Summer Trip is open to Friends as well as members.
Written by Anne Jessopp
All photographs courtesy of Tim Evans.
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Classes, Courses & Workshops
@ The Courtyard, Standard St,
Crickhowell. NP8 1BP
Email: lush.crick@gmail.com
Art Experience classes monthly ,
Our extremely talented local artist
CJ Davies. These classes are for all
abilities . Make a Birthday or
Private event unique!

Needle felting & Wet
felting classes &
workshops.
All abilities.

Hand Embroidery,
Sewing Machine & Over
locker.
Crochet & Knitting
clubs.
Sterling Silver, Kids Art,
Seasonal classes.
Email for more details
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STU FLUEZY

(STUART HOOPER)
CHIMNEY SWEEPING SERVICES

01873 831008 (5pm-7pm)
07593 681002 (9am-5pm)
All aspects of
chimney sweeping undertaken
Registered with the
Institute of Chimney Sweeps
(reg no 0399)

Alzheimer’s Society Cymru
Bring a smile to someone’s face, be a Side-by-Side
volunteer. Living with dementia can be isolating—the
small things our volunteers do can make a huge
difference.
If you’d like to find out more about volunteering with us,
contact us at our Talgarth office on 01874 712059, or
email sidebysidesouthpowys@alzheimers.org.uk
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BEAUTY BY HARRIET
Harriet Staley—fully qualified and insured
beauty therapist.
Manicures, pedicures, gel polish, tanning,
waxing, brow and lash treatments
and much more!

Lower Granary, The Courtyard, Crickhowell
NP8 1BZ

07398 192406
www.beautybyharriet.com
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CAFFI CROESO

Programme for August – December 2020
3rd Tuesday of every month
1:30 – 4:00

THE SOCIAL DEMENTIA FRIENDLY CAFÉ
2020
MAES-Y-FFYNNON
BEAUFORT STREET
CRICKHOWELL
POWYS
NP8 1AJ
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Caffi Croeso Events
18th August 2020 - Blaenau & Gwent
Rhythm & Ukes Band
15th September 2020 Nick Russell
20th October 2020
Guitarist & Singer

Jim

Ramsey

–

17th November 2020 The Patrick Sheen
Singers
15th December 2020 (by popular demand)
Darren Graceland Jones – ELVIS IS
BACK IN THE BUILDING!!!! ?
Arrive at 1:15 to ensure a seat.

FREE ENTERTAINMENT AND
REFRESHMENTS
BINGO £1.00 FOR A BOOK OF 5
25

BESPOKE BUILDINGS, KITCHENS,
BATHROOMS, LANDSCAPE
CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL BUILDING WORKS

RACHEL SILCOX

07957 454744

silcoxrachel@yahoo.com
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LLANGYNIDR and DISTRICT OPEN FORUM
We enjoyed a fascinating and enjoyable range of talks during the
past year and are very grateful to those who gave their support by
coming, the school and help with advertising.
Particular thanks to the speakers and to Jeff Morris who tracked
them down. A lot of hard work is involved!

Regrettably, no further talks are planned for the foreseeable future
and we will not resume until gatherings are allowed and people
are likely to feel safe when attending. This may well not be until a
vaccine becomes available.
Meetings using Zoom have been suggested - and if you have any
further ideas please let us knows know. Our email
is llangynidr_open_forum@btinternet.com
Follow us on Facebook for updates
Chris Vulliamy

Llangynidr Village Hall
has a new website: www.llangynidrvillagehall.co.uk
Please note: The Village Hall is closed until further
notice.
27
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BRIAN GRIFFITHS
Professional building and property maintenance.
Local qualified tradesman with over 30 years experience.
All work undertaken and guaranteed to high standard.
Carpentry, roofing, slating, tiling,
plumbing, kitchens, renovations,
replacement premier U-PVC windows and doors,
U-PVC boards and guttering, GRP glass fibre flat roofing,
emergency call out service.

01874 730987 / 07877527103
bjgriffiths@btinternet.com
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Llangynidr WI
While we haven’t had a meeting since March, we have had a busy couple
of years recently, so we thought you might like to hear about our Tree
Project.
Between July 2018 and November 2019 we took part in a National Tree
Survey, along with other WI groups across Powys Federation and
throughout Wales. We measured and counted trees in the village, in our
gardens and in the grounds of the Gliffaes Hotel, with their permission.
All our data was logged onto a National Database to record numbers and
types of trees across the country.
Many of our action planning meetings took place at the Gliffaes Hotel,
where we enjoyed the sunshine on the terrace above the River Usk.
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We did several tree-related craft activities, leading to an exhibition of our
work and of photographs of the progress of the project, held at Bwlch
Village Hall, for the Powys Federation of WIs. Most of the Llangynidr
members contributed by embroidering leaf shapes, which were then
appliqued onto a tablecloth to be used at all our meetings in the future,
as a memento of the project.

As part of the project we received a donation of native trees form The
Woodland Trust and the Canal Trust gave us permission to plant these
by Lower Lock, and by the Winding Hole above Afon Crawnon, which
we did in November, as the final activity of the project.

31

The Oak Tree
I can tell a tale about my family tree
What a tree!
In centuries pat the ships that sailed and ruled the mighty seas
were built from the heart of my family tree
What a tree!
And from these ships was Britain’s bounty made
Drake conquered all and put to flight the Spanish ships that neared
our shores with the help of my family tree
What a tree!
Our wood gave heat and comfort to you all
The burning of the Yule log in the Master’s Hall
The charcoal burners supplying industry benefitted from my family
tree
What a tree!
With Cromwell’s men pursuing Royalty, Charles Stuart hid in
branches of my family tree
What a tree!
Young couples made their marriage vows beneath my allembracing boughs
Whilst round my trunk blooms many a flower, protected in my family
bower
What a tree!
Now that is the history of my family tree.
In modern times there is no need for much of all we’ve done
But we must keep the tree alive and going strong for future ones.
Protect the tree for all the service given free
So future generations can truly say
What a tree!

Ann Jessopp
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A Coronavirus Consequence!

Our current lives seem stagnant
Each day seems just the same
Depressing news is constant
These past weeks, we've had no rain
Our gardens are all tidy
Although, few bedding plants for sale
Glad we don't live in a city
Trusting this new vaccine will not fail
We are meant to shop in single file
Only buy just what we need
We must not stand and talk a while
Whilst lockdown rules we heed
One day we might return to normal
No limits on what we do
At the moment life is in a stall
For everything. .....We queue!

April 2020
Marian Annette
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PHILIP JONES
TIMBER PRODUCTS
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Garden sheds
Summer houses
Fencing
Sleepers
Feather edge fencing trellis
Decking
All types of farm fencing and
galvanised gates
Woodchips and firewood logs
Chopsticks
Arched panels
Cement planters
Turf and topsoil
Artificial grass

01495 302069
www.philipjonestimber.co.uk
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CYMUNED CYNGOR LLANGYNIDR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of a Council Meeting held in the Village Hall on
Tuesday
25th February 2020 at 7.30pm.
Public participation. The two PCSOs described recent crime in the
area. 32 arrests have been made in the last 6 months. One Councillor's quad bike was returned before it was missed! Speed watch
will be running on a variety of dates on Cwm Crawnon Road and
Forge Road. Www.dpcm.co.uk to send a message to the police.
Scams, especially in the Bronllys area, where there are up to 6
scam calls a day. Vulnerable people can be visited for reassurance. Also rogue traders, please call the police, 101 or 99 if imminent and any other priorities (not dog waste and not parking).
Present: Mrs Margaret Price (Chair), Cllr Rosemarie Harris, Mr
David Filsell, Mr David Mantle, Mrs Elizabeth Gibbs, Mr Gene Taylor and Mr Paul Lindoewood.
In attendance: S.Dale (Clerk). 2 Police officers and 5 members of
the public.
1. Apologies for absence: Mr David Williams, Mr George Moretta,
Mr Alan James and Mr Mark Brian.

2. Declaration of interest in items of business listed below: MP
Pant Llywd (Item 8 related to applicant) & Persondy Field (related
to currrent licensee Item 18), GT Ty Ffrwyd (related to applicant
Item 8), DM Pant Llywd (neighbour of the applicant Item 8), EG Ty
Canol (Beacons Park Society representative against the application Item 8).
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3. Signing of the minutes;
of the meeting held on the 21st January 2020 were
approved. Proposed by GT and seconded by EG
4. Correspondence:
a) 6th March Police Headquarters conference about Rural
policing, reply before the 2nd March. Circulation & DM may
be able to attend.

5. Clerk's Report.
Clerk has been asked to go to a meeting between clerks
and Powys County Council on 11th March at 5.30 pm in
Llandrindod Wells.
The contractor has confirmed that the lights in the public
toilets are on for 12 hours a day on a timer. The time is
adjusted as daylight changes over the year. The bulbs are
LED where possible otherwise low energy.

The new pedestrian gates for the car park are bought.
Cleaning contracts will go up for tender next month. I
Independent
Remuneration Panel letters, if you would like to claim or to
think about it, please just give the letter back to me
unsigned. There is a meeting called “beyond recycling” in
Chepstow on the 9th March.
Green growth projects are attracting funding from “Keep
Wales Tidy”.
Powys County Council has paid the Community Council
£59.35 for recycling October-December 2019.
There is a new lottery fund for Community Councils.
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6. Finances
a) Statement of accounts and bank reconciliation for February 20,
including virements to the budget. A virement was approved. Moving £200 of budget from “other projects” to “donations”.(SD)
b) Cheques to be approved in February 2020.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleaning the car park (Feb) £37.50
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Feb so) £356.19
Cleaning the public conveniences (Feb) £114.50
One Voice Wales membership £161.00
Wales Audit Office £299.75
Defibrillator case for the Primary School £402.00
Speed monitor for speed watch team £276.48
Gates for the car park Pontrilas via S Dale £149.22
THE SAFETY SUPPLY CO (11 Jackets via S Dale) £23.64
Litter picking hoops (Water Irrigation via S Dale) £44.83
Llangynidr Agricultural Society Show £100.00
Jubilee Committee £100.00
Brecon Advice Centre £50.00
Brecon Mountain Rescue £100.00
Brecon Dial-a-ride (disabled club) £100.00
Wales Air Ambulance £50.00
Brecon and Radnor Sports Awards £50.00
Powys Dyslexia Support Group £50.00
Pretty pins leg club £50.00
Friends of Llangynidr School £100.00
Clook (internet service) via S.Dale £144.00
MB property maintenance via S Dale £50.00 (1)

c) Cheques paid in January 2020
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleaning the Car Park (Jan) £37.50
Clerk’s wages and stationery allowance (Jan so) £356.19
Cleaning the public conveniences (Jan) £114.50
Electricity for the toilets £42.97
Water for the toilets £255.21
Society of Local Council Clerks (membership) £140.00 (2)

(1) Contract was for £625 not £575 as per cheque.
(2) CANCELLED, bill due in May not January.
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7. County Councillors's Report
Storm Dennis has closed 10*A roads by landslides, in
Brecon Celyn Close was flooded, railway bridges are .
Farmers have been great at clearing landslides. The
County Councillor has a meeting with Mark Drayford, who
Is promising £10 million to help with the damages. The
County Councillor has also written to The Secretary of State
for Wales to put the case for Powys and push for UK
Government to help.
There is a flood damage fund on the County Council's
website.
Residents at Ty Sherrif have had numerous large vehicles
stuck in their lane after following Sat Nav directions.
8. Planning Applications:
a)

20/18206/FUL Fellsgarth, 10 Twyn Pandy. Front
extension.

Llangynidr Community Council have concerns which support
the neighbours' objection. The path between the two
properties is less than 1m wide. As you can see in the
photographs of the site location, there is a large mobile
home parked in the drive of the applicant's house close to
the front of the existing garage, whereas the vehicles in
the diagram are shown as medium sized cars. This large
vehicle, as currently parked does not obstruct the windows
but it already obscures light. Should planning permission
be granted, the parking of the mobile home would move
back by the width of the extension obscuring the window
of the neighbouring property. Council is of the view that
the extension is likely to negatively affect the neighbours.
It seems unlikely that there is a regulation against parking a
mobile home, or a vehicle of that size in that position, but
there is a condition on this property that stipulates that no
nuisance should be caused. If planning permission is
granted could there be a planning condition to that effect, or
to give clarity to the nuisance condition?
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The Planning Officer explained that these are civil matters,
not material considerations to the planning process, and
therefore would bear no weight in the decision. (SD)
b)

20/18337/FUL Ty Ffrwd – sun room extension.
No objections. GT declared an interest and took no further
part in the discussion. (SD)

c)

19/17936/FUL Ty Canol – mast.
Llangynidr Community Council considers that not enough
weight has been given to the visual impact of the proposed
mast in the landscape. And there was not enough information
about the technical aspects of the proposal so consultees are
not able to judge if this is indeed the right option for Ty Canol.
BBNPA should put planning conditions on the development to
stop further additions being made to the mast after
installation. EG declared an interest and took no further part
in the discussion. (SD)

d)

20/18344/FUL Pant Llwyd – 2 barn conversions
Llangynidr
Community Council have no objections to the barn
conversions, but the access, a very narrow road, is
unsuitable, even with the proposed passing places. The
planned passing places will be inadequate and the
development would lead to extra traffc, negatively affecting
neighbouring properties, for example this very narrow road
passes directly through the farmyard of one such property.
MP and DM declared interests and took no part in the
discussion. (SD)
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9.

The kiosks in the village have been retained for
telephone use. However, some residents would like to
adopt one of them as defibrillator housing and a mini
library. To be discussed and action agreed. Adjourned
from last month. Residents would like to adopt both kiosks
(one by the canal at Forge Road and one by the School on
Dyffryn Road) for repurposing and have contributed a
consultation document for display around the village.
Interested residents are to respond to the document before
the 17th April. (SD)

10.

Website Compliance Accessibility Guidelines 2.1 (WCAG
2.1) require that Community Council websites are
accessible to people with disabilities by September 2020.
SLCC has developed a partnership with web designers
Aubergine to allow Community Councils to be compliant
for £700 + vat+upkeep (£600). Another estimated sum for
the work from another web designer is £1500+vat.
Adjourn to next month for further investigations with the 5
Councils'. PL may be able to provide some feedback around
mid-March. (PL)

11.

A cheque for the Society of Local Council Clerks has
been sent back and is now cancelled. The membership is
due in May 2020. Noted

12.

Residents have commented on the narrowing of Pen-yrAle at a point and debris on the road. To be discussed
and action agreed. Clerk to write to Environmental Health
and Highways at Powys County Council about the concerns
(SD).
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13.

There is more traffc on the mountain road and more
accidents. The road at Ty Sheriff and Llyn Celyn seems
particularly hazardous. To be discussed and action
agreed. Clerk to send a message of appreciation to Powys
County Council Highways for their fortitude in the face of the
recent storms and fooding. There are over 5 and a half
thousand kms of road in Powys. RH to take forward.
There is a meeting in Brynmawr concerning the Beaufort
Road and the road to Llangattock.

14. The Community Council have a land dispute with a
neighbour. Council have asked that the neighbour
make certain assurances before the dispute can be
closed, these have not been forthcoming. To be
discussed and action agreed. Clerk to obtain clarifcation,
item is to be adjourned to the next meeting (March 31st
2020).

15. Llangynidr Agricultural Show Society are looking for
someone to run the Farmers' Market. Can the
Community Council help? No, the market had been
losing produce stallholders and popularity.
16. The Community Council is to consider photocopier
support for community use at the school. To be
discussed and action agreed. Approved. (SD)
17. Review of all contracts of expenditure (Toilet upkeep,
Car Park cleaning & grass cutting) to see if the
contracts are covering the needs of the council.
Council requires the costing of the public toilets next
month. In the meantime the public toilets contract the car
park cleaning contract and the new fower bed contract can
be advertised. (SD)

42

18. Persondy feld grazing rights have been advertised,
one tender to be selected. Only one tender was made, it
was for £100 and was selected. MP declared an interest
and took no part in the discussion. (SD)
19. Grass cutting tender has been advertised, one tender
to be selected. There was only one tender for the
contract, it was for £625 and was selected. (SD)
20. The Wales Audit Offce is running a consultation about
the way it proposes to run Community Council audits.
The Community Council can respond as a council or
individually. AJ may wish to respond.
21. One Voice Wales membership, £161. Approved,
although there was perceived lack of value raised by a
councillor. (SD)
22. Keep Wales Tidy are running a spring clean event 20/3
to 13/4, to take part, Council should approve a day for
litter picking. Saturday 28th March 2020 was chosen. (SD
to advertise)
23. Outcome from the meeting with the Village Hall
Committee on 17/2/2020. The Village Hall Committee
agreed that the Community Council should register the
recreation ground with the land registry. To be
discussed and action agreed. Clerk to consult with local
solicitors Gabb and Co to check the Community Council is
taking the right course. If approved, the Community
Council will register the recreation ground and hall. Clerk to
consult with a resident who has access to some early
paperwork about the Hall. (SD)
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24.

The recent fooding appears to have damaged the
bridge at Crickhowell and the road to Talybont at
Ashford Tunnel. Buses will be disrupted, possibly for
some time. To be discussed and action agreed. The
buses are managing to deliver the service but repairs to
the Talybont Road will have to be made and the road seem l
ikely to be temporarily closed at that time. (SD)

25.

At present there are almost 40 Llangynidr residents
who will be submitting forms to the BBNP about the
disputed path at Pen Twyn. Council are asked to
consider supporting this action to retain the path for
present and future generations. After some discussion
a way forward was found; the Community Council is to ask
the Rights of Way (RoW) Officer for the Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority (BBNPA) if there are costs associated
with the path being put on the definitive map. Invite the
BBNPA RoW officer to the March meeting. Adjourn the item
till March 2020. (SD)

26.

Reports from meetings attended: None

27.

Any agenda items for the next meeting from
Councillors:
Projects to be funded from Powys County Council/ Pen
Twyn path/land dispute
Date of next meeting: 31st March 2020
Signed by the Chair

Dated

Please note that these minutes have been sourced directly
from;
http://www.llangynidrcouncil.org.uk/meetings/minutes-andagendas/2020/
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Llangynidr Garden Show 2020
It’s with enormous regret that the Garden Show Committee decided
that there was no realistic prospect of our being able to hold a safe
and happy Show this year. We thought about staggered restricted
entrance and one way systems; no advance booking and write-yourown-entry-cards; honesty box fees; restricted stewarding; doing
something outside; and many other variants. The result was that,
whatever
government guidance might be by August, we were not
comfortable that we could stage a safe event.
So we are grateful to all those who offered to judge, to steward, to
distribute schedules, put up posters, run fundraising teas and plant
sales and all the other jobs that go to making a successful Show. We
have you all in our sights for 2021.
Most of all we are sorry that we shall not see our exhibitors and their
wonderful fruit, veg, flowers, woodwork, craft, pictures, photos, cakes,
jams, wine, children’s craft and handwriting, and of course the
limericks. You will all be more than welcome next year!
What might we do instead? If regulations and common sense allow,
we might think about opening up some gardens to visit on the August
Bank Holiday weekend. The riot of colour of June and July will have
dissipated, but there will be warm late summer hues to savour and the
chance to see how friends and neighbours have coped, or developed
their plots, over the lockdown period. Events in the open air might be
easier to manage. We will let you know.

You can still practise your skills in our alternative Garden Show!
Here are some of the ideas we had for Youth classes – you can ignore
the age groups and try them all. Why don’t you send a photo of your
work to the LASS or Contact FaceBook sites? If you find this difficult,
send them to gynidr@yahoo.com and we’ll post them for you.
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3-4, 5-6

A picture of a
penguin (what’s
he doing now?)
An animal made out
of egg cartons
Hands and feet: draw
round your hands
or feet - cut out
and decorate the
drawing
A decorated egg

7-8, 9-10

An animal made
out of
vegetables
Something
sparkly
A piece of
artwork
using your
feet – any
media
A pop up
invitation to
a party
Chocolate
truffles

11-16

Photo:
minibeasts
An article made
out of wood
A bird feeder
out of
recycled
materials
An origami
animal or
bird

New or revived classes for 2020

We thought that we could take the opportunity to add or revive some
classes this year. So maybe you would like to try these ideas out. Let
us know what you think and again please post your pictures on FaceBook to encourage others.
Domestic:
Energy bar 4 slices - own recipe; no chocolate
A celebration cake judged for decoration only. Any shape. Say
what you ‘re celebrating!
Pot of honey
Pot of marmalade any other citrus fruit (not orange)
Pot of fruit curd (not lemon)
Non-alcoholic drink - fruit cordial, lemonade, fruit juice. (Apple or
pear juice must have been pressed at home by the exhibitor,
not commercially)
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Flowers: new class for small (garden) dahlias - 3 blooms, any type. We
are very grateful to John Sullivan of Penpergwm for sponsoring this
class.
Vegetables: changes to the vegetable collection classes:
An artistic display of vegetables. Max area 45x66cm (18x24in). No
fewer than 4 different types; own choice of display board/box/
basket; no props; name the vegetables
A basket of vegetables for the kitchen
A collection of vegetables - any 5 of the following:1 cauliflower; 2
leeks; 5 tomatoes; 5 potatoes, 6 runner beans; 2 beetroot; 6
pods of peas; 3 carrots
Adult craft: a sketch in chalk, charcoal, pen or pencil – a single colour
Calling bakers of all ages – the 2020 cake recipe would have been an

apple cake (based on a Mary Berry recipe). We are sorry that we can’t
taste the results!
Ingredients

Method

225gm SR flour
175 gm caster sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder

20 cm diameter greased, deep, loose
bottom cake tin
Oven 160 C/ fan 140 C/ gas 3

Half teaspoon almond essence
2 large eggs
150 gm melted butter
250 gm apple (peeled and sliced)
25 gm flaked almonds

Mix the dry ingredients in a large
bowl, then combine with the melted
butter, eggs and almond essence and
beat for about a minute. Spoon a little under half of the cake mix into the
tin, cover this with a layer of sliced
apple followed by the remaining cake
mix. Spread flaked almonds evenly
over cake and cook for 1¼ - 1½
hours

Best wishes and please keep safe and well,
The Garden Show Committee
Margery Davies, Julie Ellis, Rebecca Games, Susan Hankey, Julie Jobbins,
Helen Phillips, Christopher Vulliamy.
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Tales from the Locks-May 2020
In these strange and difficult times, life seems to be going at a slower pace as we settle in to the ‘new normal’.
But at least we live in a beautiful and safe place, which
makes living with restrictions that much easier.
We have been blessed with exceptional weather for
April, and I attach several photos of views of the canal.
The canal is an ideal place for taking our ‘regular exercise’ and while the towpath is quiet, you do meet other
people to say hello to, which is a real joy.
The Canal & River Trust has allowed free access to all of
the canals (in the Trusts’ control) but under the conditions:.
Stay local and limit your use of the towpaths
.
Avoid moored boats – this refers to moored boats
on many canals where residential boats will
be
maintaining ‘self isolation’ (this includes many
canals (including the Mon & Brec) but none in the
Llangynidr area.
.
Cyclists – slow down, respect other towpath users
and give priority to pedestrians. If you want to go
faster, then use the road network.
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So enjoy your exercise but be mindful of everyone’s
desire to maintain a safe distance from other people.
You may also see one the C.R. Trust pick-ups’ and their
personnel that are still working on essential, safety
critical tasks. Water control, routine checks and
attending to leaks will continue and working on the
damage to two bridges (number 105 in Gilwern plus
one other).
The canal is so clear now that we have seen lots of fish,
mostly small roach and gudgeon, but sometimes quite
big perch. Birdlife is now easier to hear and spot, we
have seen lots of ducklings while walking on the
towpath.
So continue to enjoy your walks along the canal and
towpath. Let’s hope that we get some more lifting of
restrictions soon, and we will see a welcome return to
boats on the canals in the near future.

Dave Flint, Volunteer Lock Keeper
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You in mind….
A new service is now available in Crickhowell
Group Practice run by Brecon and District
Mind. It’s called SOCIAL PRESCRIBING and
can help you get the support you need when you need it to improve your
mental health and wellbeing.
If you are over 18, you can ask for a patient pack at the surgery reception and
make a self-referral by completing a consent form. A Link Worker will then
make contact, talk with you to find out what matters to you and, using their
extensive knowledge of community support and services, will connect you to
the appropriate local community and voluntary groups, activities and advice
services.
This social prescribing service is part of a joint research project between Mind
Cymru and local Minds, funded by Welsh Government. All collected data is
anonymous. We know that social prescribing has really helped people in
other areas. By taking part in this initiative you will be contributing to
important evidence that will help plan future health services.

Llangynidr Churches Nevill Hall Appeal

Thank You Llangynidr, you raised £2238!
(of which £2000 will go to Nevill Hall and the
rest to Oaklands)
WELL DONE
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Church Notices
Sardis United Reformed Church
During these difficult times when places of worship are closed, we
wish our members and friends a Peaceful and Healthy 'Lockdown'.
If you need any further information about the Church, please contact me on 01874 730 469 or any other Church member.

On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone who has sent
flowers, cards and Best Wishes to me on my recent medical hiccup.
God Bless,
Margery Davies
Llangynidr Parish Church
Sadly, as you will all realise, our church doors must remain locked
at present. However, if you would like to access a service, these
can be found on the Ministry Area website -- catwg.org.uk.
Each Sunday a different church within the Ministry Area is featured and the service 'goes live' at 10.45am. Past services are archived so still available. Stay safe until we can meet again.
Jean Barnes

Sardis Baptist Church
The Church remains closed.
If you need any information about the Church please contact the
Secretary, Suzanne Bradshaw on 01874730992
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